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Introduction 

Since Nigeria gained her 
independence, one of the issues that has 
engaged the minds of nationalists is 
quality education. Most of the time, a 
country’s level of development is 
measured in terms of the percentage of its 
population that is educated. According to 
Adesina (1989), progress in education is 
difficult to measure not only because the 
impact of education takes a long period to 
determine but also because a realistic 
assessment of achievement in the 
educational field must depend on the 
quantity of people to whom education is 
provided as well as the quality involved in 
the educational system.  

Education is always, in one sense 
or another, preparing individuals for the 
future. Young people and children must be 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

given through education the tools to deal 
with different task that they will need to 
perform in their lives. They must be 
helped to prepare themselves for their 
private lives, but equally be prepared to 
participate in the economic, cultural and 
political life of their societies. Okeke 
(1999) posited that people who continue to 
work to see that education system does not 
collapse completely are the teachers. 
Parents are however the first teacher of 
every child. Secondly, the role of family in 
promotion of quality education lies on 
these premises that children grow up 
generally to become what their parents and 
society made them by the forms and 
patterns of their upbringing. Nwuzor 
(2002) asserted that children can hardly be 
better than the society that bring them up.  
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Abstract 
This paper looked at quality education as the education that best fits the 
present and future needs of the particular learner in question and the 
country, given the particular circumstances and prospects. Quality 
education is measured in terms of three variables. These are; input, 
process and output. These variables were examined with regards to 
quality assurance. The paper highlighted the role of parent in the family 
unit as one of the principal agents of socialization and its role in 
enhancing quality education of a Nigerian child can not be 
overemphasized. The paper concluded that, parents are the first teachers 
of a child. The kind of home a child is born and nurtured directly or 
indirectly affects the child later life. 
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This paper has examined quality 
of Nigerian education with regards to its 
input, process and output. The paper has 
also try to see the role parents in family 
units can play in enhancing quality 
education in Nigerian. 
 
Education: An Overview 

Education is a universal 
phenomenon, a general feature of human 
life which every societies experiences. All 
over the world and at all times of human 
history, it has one common aim and 
functions. It is for the upbringing of the 
young in the way of life of the given 
society in order to ensure the continual 
survival of the society. 

Education is a process of 
developing the individual physically, 
mentally, spiritually and socially for his 
own welfare and the welfare of the society. 
Dauda (2003) reported that education is 
primarily concerned with the generation 
and transmission of knowledge thus, 
education should promote what is know to 
the collective intellect of man in attempt to 
improve the quality of man.  

The role of education is the 
production of the social forces, men and 
women, who initiate and led the change in 
the society and that once the change is 
produced and accepted, it requires 
dissemination or transmission and 
diffusion as part of culture,  it therefore 
becomes the functions of education to take 
up these activities of  socialization through 
informal or formal means. The other way 
through which education help in social 
change is by the production of the 
educated man who is generally better 

prepared and disposed to accept or reject a 
change depending on how he sees it 
Nwuzor (2000). It is very important to 
mention here that education has not only 
gotten instrumental purpose to prepare 
individual for labour market and to be 
citizens, but it is also good itself. An 
educated man is a freeman.  

In the pre-industrial society of the 
past, the level of competence required to 
functions in society was such that the 
family unit could provide. The family 
taught economic roles, religious roles, 
family roles etc with ease and success but 
with the advent of industrial society with 
its complex and highly  technical culture 
that requires skilled and literate 
population, the role of quality education 
that can provide every Nigerian child with 
necessary skills to function in this 
industrial society can never be 
overestimated. 
 
What is Quality Education? 

The world education forum in 
Dakar in 2000 did not only emphasis the 
need to achieve education for all, but also 
noticed the need to improve the quality of 
education. The forum made the following 
recommendations. “Improve all aspect of 
the quality of education to achieve 
recognized and measurable learning 
outcomes for all-especially in literacy, 
numeracy and essential life skills”. In 
article 29 of the Dakar convention, the 
states are requested to recognize that 
education should be directed at developing 
the child personality  and talents, preparing 
the child for active life as an adult, 
fostering respect for basic rights and 
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developing respect for the child’s own 
cultural and national values and those of 
others (United Nations, 1989). It therefore 
implies that every Nigeria child has the 
right not only to receive education but also 
of high quality.  

Quality education according to 
Musa in Ejiogu and Ajegalemi (1987:32-
33) “is to give consideration relative to the 
central mission of the school in that 
society and to know whether the stated 
objectives in respect of the various levels 
of education are being achieved” Musa 
(2008) in agreement with Coombs (1985) 
asserted that qualitative dimension means 
more than quality of education as 
customarily defined and judged by student 
learning achievement in terms of 
traditional curriculum and standards. 
Quality education also pertain to the 
relevance of what is taught and learned – 
to how well it fits the present and future 
needs of the particular learner in questions, 
given their–particular circumstances, and 
prospects. It also refers to significant 
changes in educational system itself, in the 
nature of its input (student teachers, 
facilities equipment and supplies) its 
objectives, curriculum and educational 
technologies, and its socio– economic, 
cultural and political environment. 

Morgatroyed and Morgan (1994) 
conceptualized quality in three ways. To 
them, ‘quality assurance refers to the 
determination of standards, appropriate 
methods, and quality requirements by an 
experts body, accompanied by a process of 
inspection or evaluation that examines the 
extent to which practices meets these 
standard”. Quality is further seen by 

Morgatroyed and Morgan (1994) as 
“contract conformance”, where some 
quality standards has been specified during 
negotiation of forming a contract”. Lastly, 
customer – driven quality, refers to a 
notion of quality in which those who are to 
receive a product or service makes explicit 
their expectation of customer”. They 
argued that the quality concepts is 
undergoing a development from what has 
been referred to as quality assurance to 
contract conformance and most important 
to a customers – driven perspective. This 
type of approach is influenced by 
economic theories. 

Quality education is an instrument 
of change in human life. It gives a sense of 
belonging and integrity in the society and 
as well, prepare one for challenging of life 
in and around him giving him authority to 
leadership among his fellow. According to 
National Policy on Education (1998) 
quality education is oriented towards 
inculcating into the receiver, respect for 
the worth and dignity, ability to make 
rational decision, moral and spiritual value 
in inter-personal and human relations, 
shared responsibility for the common good 
of the society, respect for the dignity of 
labour and promotion of the emotional, 
physical and psychological health.  

Generally speaking, the quality of 
education is measured in three broad 
variables. These are input, process and 
output variables (Omenka and 
Onwewgbuna 2007:130). Input variables 
include human and materials resources, 
including infrastructures and facilities. The 
process variable relates to implementation. 
Usually, the teacher is a major factor in 
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implementing educational policies. The 
third variable is the output or product. 
What is the quality of the child attainment 
in respect of his abilities interest and 
aspiration. A quality education system 
must manage to provide all children with 
appropriate preparation for working life, 
society and private life. 

The ultimate goal of any good 
system of schooling is the production of 
good citizens. According to Dauda (2003) 
the quality of education can be considered 
in terms of; Educational objectives,  
Curriculum, Teachers, Teaching 
materials/Equipment and Evaluation.  
 
Educational Objectives: The worth of 
education generally, depends on whether 
or not the anticipated objectives are 
achieved. It therefore means that the 
purpose of education is relative to the 
needs and characteristics of any society. 
This is why issues about contemporary 
education in Nigeria with regard to out 
multivariate value system needs critical 
appraisal (Dauda 2008:28). Society 
“expectations of education appear to be as 
dynamic as humanity itself. The aim of 
education in the colonial era was to 
produce teaches who could read, write and 
perform little arithmetic. However the 
objectives of education have changed over 
the years. The emphasis now is on the 
production of graduates that will be self-
reliant. We are in the technological age 
and the extent to which our educational 
system could match equitable with the 
changing society could only be achieve 
through meaningful and clear education 
objectives.  

Curriculum: Curriculum is as dynamic as 
the society in which it operates. Education 
originated from the needs and demands of 
the society concerned. Education continues 
growing and developing in order to be 
relevant to the need of the society and it 
accomplishes this objective through 
curriculum innovation. The basic issues 
here is that, curriculum in use in our 
schools now is a colonial heritage that is 
yet to be completely reformed in line with 
current realities (Omenka and 
Onweugbuna 2007:130). Since 1969, 
when the first national curriculum 
conference was held, other similar 
conferences have taken place but without 
difference from the inherited curriculum. 
The backdrop behind these conferences 
was to evaluate the curriculum objectives, 
contents and methodologies to enable 
Nigerian citizens self-reliant products now 
that white collar job are non – existent. 
 
Teachers:  Teachers have key position in 
all kinds of education. No measures are 
possible to improve education, if the 
teachers are not thought of. Most reforms 
and improvement strategies have to deal 
with what is going on in the classroom, 
which means, the everyday work of the 
teacher. Advance in education depends 
largely on the qualification and ability of 
the teaching staff generally and on the 
human, pedagogies and technical qualities 
of individual teachers. 
 Mallinson (1975:116) in Dauda 
(2003) suggested that the quality and 
caliber of teachers that service the 
educational system of a country can serve 
as an index of development and progress 
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for that country. The objectives are 
achievable when there are good teaches in 
the system. The teacher is supposed to 
define, direct and coordinate what students 
are meant to learn. The above statement is 
justified in the National Policy of 
Education (1998) that “no education 
system can rise above the quality of its 
teachers”. As pillers as teachers are to 
quality education, society does not 
appreciate the role of teachers by 
providing the needed incentives. Nobody 
can expect teachers to perform optimally if 
the work conditions and environment is 
bad. It is believed that if teachers are well 
motivated, the standard will certainly go 
up. Teachers need training and re-training 
programmes to improve their professional 
proficiency in order to meet the present 
day’s challenges of teaching. This 
retraining services is necessary because of 
the obsolesce in knowledge, skills and 
tradition, knowledge explosion, new 
methods of doing things; new machine, 
new equipment; new assessment 
technique, new materials, new 
communication gadgets, new methods of 
gathering, analysis and interpretation of 
data as well as new reporting system 
among others. Therefore, the need for 
training and retraining of teachers cannot 
be ingnored. 
 
Teaching Materials/Equipment: Another 
issue relating to quality education in 
Nigeria is the non availability of teaching 
materials. There are problems of large 
classes, lack of laboratories, no textbooks. 
In short, modern educational technology 
equipment is lacking in our schools. How 

then can quality delivery of teaching by 
teachers be expected? The provision of 
teaching materials and equipment is 
important for quality to be maintained in 
our institutions of learning. Dauda (2003) 
argued that having teachers and students  
without the infrastructure in place is 
likened to a farmer in the farm without a 
hoe or working tools.  
 
Evaluation: To evaluate means to assess 
or determine the value of something. For 
proper determination of quality of 
education, there is need for effective 
monitoring of the teaching – learning 
effort in our educational system. 
According to Taylor and Tye (1975) in 
Dauda (2003), evaluating is assessing a 
scheme, valuing, seeing whether it is of 
any good, whether it is worthwhile and 
how good it is in comparison with others. 
The system of evaluation in Nigerian 
educational system is fraught with 
malpractices and corruption. e.g 
examining malpractices in various 
dimensions. The introduction of 
continuous assessment in 1982 was meant 
to address the disadvantage of the one 
short examination system but it is badly 
and widely abuse.  

No system can survive well 
without supervision. In Nigeria the 
inspectorate division of Ministry of 
Education that are supposed to be the 
watchdog, police the maintenance of the 
minimum standards and act as resource 
persons to advice teachers on problems 
encountered with the pupils are badly 
funded hence necessary inspections are no 
longer carried out. This division of 
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education system should be reinforced to 
seriously put in place strong and vibrant 
inspection so that educational objectives 
will be realized. It is to be noted here that 
lack of strong inspectorate unit is 
responsible for the springing up of so 
many private schools that have no 
facilities or qualified teachers. A strong 
and reliable evaluation will raise the 
standard of education from its declining 
state.  
 
The Role of Family in Promoting 
Quality Education for Nigerian Child                               

Family according to Nwabachili 
and Egbue (1997) is “a group of persons, 
united by the ties, of marriage, blood, 
adoption, consisting of single households, 
interacting and inter-communicating with 
each other in their respective social roles 
of husband and wife, mother and father 
brother and sister, creating a common 
culture” 

The family is not only universal; it 
is also the most personal of all existing 
social institutions. This means that no 
human society exists or had ever existed 
without some forms of family 
organizations. (Murdock, 1968: in 
Haralambos and Holborn 2008).  

As a social institutions, the family 
performs several important social 
functions, namely those of procreation, sex 
satisfaction, love, security, as well as those 
for care and protection, economic, cultural 
transmission and socialization. In this 
discussion the role of parent in the family 
unit in the education of Nigerian child are 
specially examined.  
 

Parental Roles to a Child Quality 
Education 
 The education of children as is 
being realized begins not just at birth but 
even before then. The well fed, 
emotionally healthy pregnant women is 
likely to bring into the world a child those 
education will be smooth and relatively 
easy to handle. Since learning begins at 
birth and since parents are the child first 
teachers, the young ones are affected 
directly and indirectly by the kind of home 
he is born and nurtured in. through 
examples and precepts, the individual 
acquires the habits, thought, and values 
that make him functional members of his 
group or society. This is because the 
family is the primary group with which the 
child comes in contact. It is the family that 
socializes the young child into the norms 
and mores of the society, teaching him or 
her basic habits and attitudes, acceptable 
dos and don’ts of society, relationships and 
even the first language-the Mother Tongue 
(Maduewesi) 2001:2). This early 
experiences serve as models and 
foundation on which subsequent learning 
are built. They serve as sieves refined for 
future use where parent-child relationship 
are close and satisfactory, the so-called 
“storm and stress” of adolescence becomes 
non-issues.  
 Other specific roles of parents in 
family units towards provision of quality 
education of a child includes: 
 Parents should create time to know 
their children. Spend quality time with the 
children. Let there be interaction with 
them to know their problems, fear, hopes 
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and aspirations. Observe the child in 
relation to other children. 
 There should be proper 
communication between parents and 
children. Respond to their questions 
rightly, no matter the nature of the 
question. Always correct and reshape 
wrong questions. A free and healthy flow 
of communication between parents and 
children usually increase child mental and 
emotional growth and stability.  
 Parents should not over-pamper 
their children. Many children are over- 
pampered in virtually all regards. When 
parent’s over- pamper a child, the child 
expects the larger society to pamper him. 
He expects teachers or institution over-
pamper him. Often, such expectations are 
disappointed with the resultant effects on 
their academic performance and other 
related school offences. Parents should try 
to provide at home appropriate discipline 
that will assist the schools carry out its 
functions conveniently. Parent should 
provide supportive learning resources that 
are capable of assisting the child in 
quantity, quality and in good time too. 
 Parents should take interest in the 
education a child receives.  Parent should 
do a follow up teaching after the school 
hours. What precisely does the child need 
to know? Does he know it? In this way 
both the parent and the school would be 
working in the same direction for the good 
of the child. Parents should be invited to 
participate actively in curriculum review 
or any curriculum innovation. This is 
necessary because parent lives within the 
immediate environment of the child and 

stand a better chance to know the desirable 
attitude and values of the child.  
 Parents should see the school as 
partners in progress. Parent should pay 
occasional unscheduled visits to children’s 
school and interact with the teachers. It is 
an indication of interest in them. Be a 
friend of the school your child attends. 
School fees are important but it is not the 
ultimate in a relationship between the 
school and parents.  
 Lastly, parent should be role 
models. If it is accepted that the 
personality that children exhibits in the 
school and in the outside world is 
commonly formed at home, it therefore 
stands very clear that if the foundation is 
weak or distorted, the school and other 
agencies  of education will have little or 
nothing to build upon.  
 All said and done, the desirable 
goals of education can only be achieved if 
the child’s foundation is solid. This 
foundation can be better lead by no other 
person but the first teacher (parents) of a 
child. Maxim in Omenka (2007:132) 
opines that education is expected to 
transmit tolerance and teamwork. These, 
he further says are synonymous with 
mutual co-operation.  
 
Conclusion 
 In conclusion, this paper has 
examined the concept of education and 
quality education. The paper noted that 
quality education is measured in terms of 
three variables. These are, input, process 
and output. Brief discussions on each of 
these variables were also made. The 
concept of family and its roils in 
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enhancing quality education is examined. 
Parental challenges were specially 
discussed as way to improve the education 
of Nigerian child. 
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